Breast cancer precursors: diagnostic issues and current understanding on their pathogenesis.
The development of breast malignancy has been recognised to progress through a number of morphological precursor lesions. More recently, specific molecular alterations have been recognised in these precursor lesions. These changes appear to determine a specific malignant phenotype, which in turn, may realign the current opinion on the classification of breast cancer along molecular characteristics. This review will highlight the morphological features of these precursor lesions and their relationship to the complex molecular processes involved in their development.